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Town Clerk—Cyrus F. Marston.
Selectmen—Charles H. Edwards, John C. Ramsdell, Franklin
P. Shackford.
Overseer of the Poor—Franklin P. Shackford.
Town Treasurer—George S. West.
Collector of Taxes—Arthur H. Wilcomb.
School Board—John M. Webster, Lizzie S. Hooke.
School District Treasurer—John M. Webster.
Representative—John M. Webster.
Library Trustees—James G. Robertson, Augustus P. Morse,
Addison A. Bean.
Constables—Dwight M. Mitchell, Charles J. Eastman,
Robert H. Hazelton.
Supervisors—Cyrus F. Marston, Robert H. Hazelton, Martin
Mills.
Auditors—Cyrus F. Marston, Charles H. Greene, Addison A.
Bean.
Health Officers—Cyrus F. Marston, J. Albert Hooke,
Ralph H. Barker.
TOWN WARRANT.
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
[LS.]
To the inhabitants of the Town of Chester, in the County of
Rockingham, in said State, qualified to vote in Town affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, in said
town, on Tuesday, the eleventh day of March next, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects
:
i. To choose all necessary town officers for the year
ensuing.
>. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year, and make appropria-
tions for the same.
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
a sum of money for salary of Librarian, and defray running
expenses of the Library.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
a sum of money, in addition to that required by law, to pur-
chase books for the Free Public Library.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
a sum of money for the decoration of soldiers' graves.
6. To see if the Town will vote to redistrict the town
into more highway districts.
7. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue a piece
of road east of the H. G. O. Hawke's house cellar, from the
northeast corner of the Jack farm, so called, to the northwest
corner of the Hooper land.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
a sum of money to defray expenses of observing Old Home
Week.
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
a sum of money for the erection of a Soldiers' Monument, and
choose an agent or agents to expend the same.
Given under our hands and seal this twenty-fourth day of
February, A. D. 1902.
CHARLES H. EDWARDS, ) Selectmen
JOHN C. RAMSDELL, of
FRANKLIN P. SHACKFORD, ) Chester.
A true copy of warrant, attest
:
CHARLES H. EDWARDS, ) Selectmen
JOHN C. RAMSDELL, of
FRANKLIN P. SHACKFORD, ) Chester.
SELECTMEN'S REPORT.





























Books for public library,






May 6, Paid B. A. Follansbee,





Aug. 5, Paid E. C. Eastman, books for
town use,
7, Charles Bartlett, printing
town reports,






A. H. Wilcomb for tax
bills,
>o 05
PUBLIC LIBRARIAN'S SERVICES AND EXPENSES.
1901.




May 31, Paid J. G. Robertson, . $50 00
Dec. 14, J. G. Robertson, . 50 00
$100 00

















Dec. 14, Paid R. H. Hazelton, . 13 60
1902.
Feb. 15, A. H. Wilcomb, for rope
for use at cemetery, . 3 7
MEMORIAL DAY.
190T.
Paid E. J. Robie, . $50 00
PUBLIC WATER TROUGHS.
1901.
Nov. 25, Paid C. H. Edwards, repairs
on waterpipe on Derry




EXPENSE OF TOWN HALL.
1902.
Feb. 3, Paid F. G. Lewis, for labor,
moving safe and building
closets in town hall, . $12 47
15. J. C. Ramsdell, for cur-
tains for town hall, labor
and fixtures, . 6 50
1902.
July 30, A. H. Wilcomb, for insur-
ing town hall from Aug.





Feb. 15, Paid C. F. Marston, services
and expenses as health
officer, . . $6 00
15, R. H. Barker, services and
expenses as health officer, 11 87
June
15
Feb, 15, L. S. Hooke, . #40 00
15, Olive B. Jones, . 5 00
$S$ 00
TOWN CLERK'S SERVICES AND EXPENSES.
1902.




Feb. 15, Paid G. S. West . $25 00
$25 00
SELECTMEN'S SERVICES AND EXPENSES.
1902.
16
SELECTMEN AND AUDITORS' EXPENSES.
1902.
Feb. 15, Paid C. H. Edwards, . #5 00
#5 00
Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES H. EDWARDS, ) Selectmen
TOHN C. RAMSDELL, i- of
FRANKLIN P. SHACKFORD, ) Chester.
NOTICE.
All taxes assessed in the Town of Chester, for the year
1 90 1 not paid on or before the first day of April next, will be
advertised and collected as the law directs.
ARTHUR H. WILCOMB, Collector.
Chester, N. H., February 20, 1902.
REPORT OF FRANK P. SHACKFORD,
Overseer of the Poor.
Harriet C. Shaw.
Paid C. H. Gordon for casket, . $25 00
A. L. Emerson, M. D., for pro-
fessional services, . 7 00
George K. Eaton, for digging grave, 2 50
Hiram S. Drowns.
Paid G. M. Phcenix, for casket, robe and
funeral supplies,
C. E. Lander, M. D., for professional
services,
Daniel W. Drowns, for care of
G. S. Sanborn, for digging grave,
F. P. Shackford, expenses,
TRANSIENTS.
Paid A. T. Underhill, for lodging five
transients, . . $2 50
C. H. Edwards, for lodging seven
transients, . . 3 50
F. P. Shackford, for lodging two tran-




Paid Robert H. Hazelton, for digging
grave, (account of 1900).
Total amount for support oi poor in town, $111 21
COUNTY PAUPERS.
Elijah Stockwell.
Paid Fanny West, for board from Feb. 12,
1901 to Feb. 11, 1902. . $91 00
R. H. Barker, M. D., for professional
services, . . . 2 00
A. L. Emerson, M. D., for profes-
sional services, . 2 00
C. VV. Abbott, for clothing, . 2 90
C. S. Wilcomb & Son, for shirts, . 1 00
Luther Morse.
Paid Fanny West, for board from Feb. 12,
1901 to Feb. n, 1902,
Charles Woodward.
Paid Webster Brothers, for goods fur-
nished, • . $23 70
R. H. Barker, M. D., for profes-







Paid Webster Brothers, for goods furnish-
ed,
Wilcomb & Son, for goods furnished,
C. S. Johns, for meat furnished,
J. C. Eastman, for sawing wood,
R. H. Barker, M. D., for profes-
sional services,
Collected of Rockingham County
paid Town Treasurer,













Overseer of the Poor.
Chester, N. H., February 20, 1902.
We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts of
the Selectmen and Overseer of the Poor, for the year ending,
February 15, 1902, and find them correctly cast with satis-
factory vouchers for the several charges.
CYRUS F. MARSTON, )
ADDISON A. BEAN, ^-Auditors.
CHARLES H. GREENE, )
20
Dk. The Town of Chestei: in Account
1901-1002.
To discount on taxes paid on or before Aug. 1, 1901 $ 78 00
To cash paid for improvements on roads and bridges 1,642 88
To cash paid for breaking roads 133 64
To cash paid school district treasurer for schools 1,546 62
To cash paid for school books and supplies 147 34
To cash paid for Memorial Day expenses 50 00
To cash paid for collecting taxes 53 96
To cash paid for care and attendance with hearse 39 60
To cash paid for county taxes 1.454 72
To cash paid for state taxes 769 25
To cash paid for care of cemetery 13 97
To cash paid for return of births, marriages and deaths 10 75
To cash paid for miscellaneous bills . . . : 80 05
To cash paid for school board services and expenses 85 00
To cash paid for town clerk's services and expenses 21 50
To cash paid for town treasurer's salary 25 00
To cash paid for selectmen's services and expenses 152 95
To cash paid for overseer of poor services and expenses 12 45
To cash paid for auditors' services 6 00
To cash paid for selectmen and auditors' expenses 5 00
To cash paid for support of poor 421 15
To cash paid for school-house repairs 100 00
To cash paid for public library books 100 00
To cash paid for public library expenses and librarian's services 50 00
To cash paid for abatement of taxes 11 23
To cash paid for tuition of pupils at Pinkerton Academy 45 00
To cash paid for real estate bought at collector's sale 28 40
To cash paid for public watering troughs. 2 37
To cash paid for expense of town had 28 97
To cash paid for board of health services 17 S7
To cash paid for printing and stationery 60 05
To cash in treasury to balance 1,202 60
$8,396 92
21
With George S. West, Town Treasurer. Cr.
1901.
By cash in the treasury, Feb. 20, 1901 $925 50
March By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1900 200 00
April By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1900 500 00
May By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1900 150 00
May By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 100 00
June By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1900 100 00
June By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 300 00
June By cash of town clerk, for dog licenses 155 01
July By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 700 00
Aug. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 1,500 00
Aug. By cash of county for support of poor 110 56
Oct. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 190 1 200 00
Nov. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 400 00
Dec. By cash of state treasurer, railroad tax 17 44
Dec. By cash of state, savings bank tax 1,064 75
Dec. By cash of state, literary fund 39 36
Dec. By cash hired of Derry Bank 500 00
Dec. By cash of Mrs J. W. Tovvle, to redeem real estate
sold for taxes 33 03
Dec. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 400 00
1902.
Jan. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 200 00
Feb. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, on tax list of 1901 450 00
Feb. By cash of county for support of poor 186 99
Feb. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, balance on tax list of 1900 77 27
Feb. By cash of A. H. Wilcomb, interest on taxes of 1900. 21 40
Feb. By cash of D. I.. R. Sanborn, to redeem real estate .
.
4 61





Balance on tax list of 190 1, . $969 24
Claim on real estate held by town,
for non payment of taxes :
James W. Towle farm, for 1900, . 26 78
Balance in hands of treasurer, . 1,202 60
#2,198 62
Indebtedness of the Town, Feb. 20, 1902.
Note due John T. Ramsey, with interest
at 4 per cent, . . $513 28
Note due Webster Brothers, with interest
at 4 per cent, . . 486 83
Note due C. H. Greene, with interest at
4 per cent, . . 299 82
Note due Derry Bank, with interest, . 505 00
Amount of Pressey legacy, . 200 00
Balance of amount due H. S. Drowne, . 70 65
#2,075 5 8
Balance in favor of the town, . $123 04
GEORGE S. WEST, Treasurer.
Chester, N. H., February 20, 1902.
We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts of
George S. West, town treasurer, and find them correctly cast
with satisfactory vouchers for the several charges.
CYRUS F. MARSTON, )
CHARLES H. GREENE, [-Auditors.
ADDISON A. BEAN, )
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
Number of recorded books in library,
Feb. i, 1902,
Number of unrecorded Government Re-
ports and books with paper
covers,
Books added to library in 1901,




Number of books taken out during the
year,
Largest number taken out in one day,
Smallest number,
Per cent of fiction read,
Per cent of non-fiction read,
Money received in fines, in 1901,
From summer boarders,
Sale of catalogues,
Balance on hand, from 1900,
Expended for books and needed supplies,






















Gifts of papers, magazines and books in cloth or paper
covers have been received during the year from J. F. Stuart,
24
Secretary of State of New Hampshire ; Mrs. Charles Tenney, Miss
E. E. Rule, Ex-Gov. Rollins, G. W. Dean, J. H. Thayer, Mrs. E.
H. Fitz, Miss Martha Gerry, Mrs. Charles Kent, Wilbur Cutter,
Mrs. Josephine Corning, Howard Fitz, Wilson Wells, and an
unknown boarder.
Remarks by the Librarian.
The patronage of the Public Library during the last year has
been very gratifying. An increase of 450 books in circulation
over the preceding year is noticeable. Many children below the
age limit are using the library by means of their parents' cards.
There is an imperative need of more shelves.
The demand for late magazines always exceeds the supply,
this department of the library work is so well patronized.
The per cent of non-fiction has reached its highest mark this
year, 29, but we hope to see it doubled in the future, when the
average reader will find that poetry, travels and history have as
keen an interest for him as current fiction.
ISABELLE H. FITZ, Librarian.
TRUSTEES' REPORT.
Receipts.






DeWolfe, Fiske & Co., books,
Little, Biown & Co., books,
F, J. Barnard & Co., rebinding,
D. D. Cottrell, periodicals,
C. N. Fitz, janitor,








A. H. Wilcomb, insurance,
Jordan, Marsh & Co., books,
Courier Publishing Co., supplies,
Wilson S. Wells, periodical,
Webster Bros., wood and supplies,
Carrie B. Hazelton, four books,
A. V. Fisher, two books,
Frank Gile, sawing wood,
Calvin Griffin, sawing wood,
Home Library Association, books,
L. W. Hall, work and materials,
Chas. H. Knowles, one cord wood,
Charles Bartlett, printing .
C. S. Wilcomb & Son, supplies,




STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
ROCKINGHAM, S.S.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Chester School Districr,
qualified to vote in District affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet in the Town Hall, in said
town, Saturday, the fifteenth day of March, 1902, at two
o'clock in the afternoon to act upon the following subjects
:
1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a Clerk.
3. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing one year.
5. To choose a Treasurer.
6. To see if the District will vote to authorize the School
Board to unite with one or more Town Districts or Special
Districts, to form a Supervisory District for the purpose of
employing a superintendent of the public schools therein,
under the provisions of chapter 77 of the Session Laws of New
Hampshire, 1899 ; and to raise money to carry such vote into
effect.
27
•j. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees
or Officers heretofore chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
8. • To see if the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate a sum of money for the support of schools, in addition
to that required by law.
9. To see what the District will do in regard to repair-
ing, furnishing and improving the school buildings, and raise
and appropriate a sum of money for that purpose.
10. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in rela-
tion to any subject embraced in this warrant.
n. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands at said Chester, this twenty-first day
of February, 1902.
LIZZIE S. HOOKE, ) School Board
JOHN M. WEBSTER, \ of Chester.
A true copy of warrant, attest
:
LIZZIE S. HOOKE, ^ School Board
JOHN M. WEBSTER, j of Chester.
SCHOOL REPORT.
One of our School Suprintendents, who went to his long
home, some years ago, said :
" Another year of the school history of our town has
passed. Any record of it must necessarily be brief and
imperfect. As in the flow of quiet waters, there is little in the
course of such a history to attract public attention and remark,
though the results are most important and wide-reaching.
Next to the influence of home, are those of the school in
giving inspiration and directions to those immortal powers,
which are the inheritance of every child ; and which, to the
child and to others, work incalculable weal or woe, according
to their early shaping or development. No town can there-
fore feel too deep an interest in the educational influences
which mould its youth, or care too sedulously that they are of
the highest possible order and excellence."
Our schools are never all we would have them, but we
cannot expect to have perfect teachers and scholars, when
parents, and even the School Board have never yet attained
that point themselves. However, we think that on the whole,
our schools have been as good as the average. We think
some of our scholars leave school too early. If they cannot
go out of town to school, it is more important that they should
attend the home school longer. Only a. few years ago scholars
from eighteen to twenty, and even older than that, were seen
in our schoolrooms in the winter. Now, some of them think
29
they know all there is to be known, by the time the law will
allow them to remain away. This is all a mistake. Our teachers
now are just as capable of teaching advanced scholars as they
were then and enjoy having them in the schoolroom. Then
do not stay at home because you think you are too old or
know too much. We are never too old to learn. There is
knowledge beyond us all.
Our roll of honor is not quite up to last year
;
partly on
account of sickness, and partly on account of a heavy snow-
storm the first of the winter term. We hope it may be better
another year.
Some criticisms have reached our ears in regard to the
condition of the blinds on one of our schoolhouses. We admit
they needed looking after, and commenced in the early spring
to have it done, but before we could get the missing ones put
in shape, others had broken, so that now they are about as
good as they were when we commenced repairing. Hope
another spring may see those repairs completed.
Mrs. Jones resigned early in the school year, and left
town after part of the teachers were engaged, and as there was
nothing out of the regular order of business, the other mem-
bers have carried on the work without filling the vacancy.
The same teachers were kept through the year, except in
two cases, where they resigned at the close of the fall term,
and could not be persuaded to withdraw their resignations, so
new ones must be found for the five or six weeks of winter
school.
On account of sickness, only one of the members was
able to be present at the close of the winter schools, but we
think that taken as a whole, very good work has been clone.
Hoping that still better work may be done another year, we
close our report.
LIZZIE S. HOOKE, | School Board
JOHN M. WEBSTER, j of Chester.
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ROLL OF HONOR.
First Division. No. i School.
Howard W. Edwards *
Laura R. Lane *
Lena L. Webster























No. 5. North Chester.
Minnie Hazelton |
Maud B. Parker f
Everett R. Haselton f







Grace M. Dolber *
Nellie W. Parker f
Bernice Maxwell t
Roy F. Weeks t
Florence A. Holland
No. 6. Towle.
Hazel I. Stowe t
Percy S. Stowe f




Bertha A. L. Buzzell
Olive S. Buzzell
John J. S. Buzzell
Hazel S. Stevens
* Three terms perfect.









June 21, Adelaide M. Turner,
21, Martha L. Coolidge,
21, Anna L. Hazelton,
27, Susie M. Gillingham,
27, Edith M. Webster,
28, M. Genevieve Sargeant,
28, Carrie B. Hazelton,
Nov. 22, Adelaide M. Turner,
22, M. Genevieve Sargeant,
25, Martha L. Coolidge,
25, Carrie B. Hazelton,
27, Duraxa W. Crawford,
Dec. 2, Edith M. Webster,
10, Susie M. Gillingham,
1902.
Jan. 3, Edith M. Webster,
3, Susie M. Gillingham,
9, Grace E. Marden,
9, M. Genevieve Sargeant,
9, Mary E. Chesbro,
it, Martha L. Coolidge,











L. B. Jenkins & Co.,
Thomas Leavitt, Jr.,





C. S. Wilcomb & Son,





Scholars Attending Pinkerton Academy.
35
Received from J. Bingham, tuition,
No. 6,
Received from auction sale No. 9
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